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= mounted just after cab for the Axe carries its own water in two
weight distribution. as-litre stainiess steel tanks.
sotor that powers the Axe  footer could also use it as a bunk.

vedes unit, sourced via
Motors of Korea.
memot-rail dicsel sends
pether the rear orall
e=ds by a five-speed
o o, also a Mercedes-
ot The Axealso hasa
pe. &5 can be expected,
st differentials are not
by the Army. Probably a
mnce-refated deletion.
=mb up 1o and not into
Soat swinging on the
srups. And the driving
ment feels alien from the

eredibly wide on the
OUT PASSENEer Sits

Bree feetaway from vou,
. the windscreen
snely wide and

hich feels weird, and

g around is sparse and
= Aquick plance at the
% proves just how wide
S &gain — you could
mssangers there quite
s we did. And a six-

Then there are padded gun racks
all over the place, this vehicle has
been designed to earry troops
after all, and a storage box below
the rear bench seat,

We set off from a dhaba,
where the vehicles have met
us, and the sensation of driving
something massive and high
iz overwhelming. You are sat
so high, it's almost like you
ire mxiing an aircraft. Then
the truck-like width of the
Axe means you have to keep
checking the left cormner to see if
youl can clear obstacles,

Taking a U-turn on the
highway however goon proves
one thing bevond doubt.
Nothing commands as much
respect. Truckers who usually
stop for nothing sereech toa
halt on seeing the pair of Axes
amempting a U-turn. The
intimidation factor is massive,
and this is proved repeatedly as
drivers regulary pull out to give
you way, Even Delhi's otherwise

VETY agEressive privare taxi
drivers scamper away in morbid
fear. Oh, what 2 taxi-terminator
this would make!

Of course, it doesn't drive
like a car or feel anything
as flect-footed. Remember,
there's two-and-a-half tonnes
to push around, and the motor,
torque converier and automatic
gearbox have towork really
hard 1o get it moving. Noise
insulation is also very poor, and
there is lot ¢ “fan and engine
noise present when accelerating.

Keeping up with and
overtaking traffic calls fora
lotof effort from the engine
and you have to be flat on the
throttle when you want o pass
someone. Acceleration isn't
very impressive, except when
you drive it flat-out, We actually
strapped our V-box anto the Axe
and it did the 0-100 kilometres-
an-hour sprint; it actually
managed it in under 20 seconds,
Not bad considering the weight
and the fact that it ek only 1.9

Black-out lights for night
running during battle.

Massive 305,70 wheels
dwarfed by the bulk of Axe.

seconds more to reach 100kph
when compared to the Ford
Fusion diesel we've tested
elsewhere in this issue.
Stepping off-road, onto an off-
road path filled with deep ruts,
dried-up pools and completely
broken sections, is when we get
ameasure of the brilliance of
the Axe. For a start, we roll off
a sharp edge of the tarmac and
onto the much lower shoulder,
4 foot-and-a-halfbelow the
road, without the car even
acknowledging the change in
gradient. It rides like a limo!
Gearbox placed in manually
selectable mode and right foot
to the floor, we take off down
this wide path. Soon we're doing
seemingly insane speeds, the
Axe taking to the path like the
thoroughbred it is. On this road
you could do no more than S0kph
without breaking something on
your SUV, but the Axe is charging
ahead and steamrolling the
path below it at speeds of over
100kph. And still it's no sweat,
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MAHINDRA AXE

Whdith 15:0mam Frond track I700mm
Rear track 1700mm
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Trunk volurme 600 Bnes
Ground clearance 350mm
i
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L - 2040mm — o > >
ENGINE [ CHASSIS & BODY WHAT IT COSTS
Fuel Diesel | Construction Frame-reinforced, steel pipe chassis,
Installation Front, longitudinal roll-over bar with hardened aluminium underbody | On-the-road price HA
Type 5-cyls in ling, 26960c, protection

common-rail, turbo-diesel | weight 2500kg | RANGE AT A GLANCE
engine Wheels 16-in steel wheels ENGINES
Madeof Alloy head, iron block Tyres 305/70 RS, tubaless 4.2 Petrol 2750
Bore/stroke 86/92mm Firestone Destination M/T -
Compressionratio 18:1 spare full e cieal whoal 2.7 Turbo-diesel 173bhp
Valve gear DOMC, 4 vatves percyl | 3 =
Pawer 173bhp at 4000rpm OFF-ROAD ABILITY
Torque 34.6Tkgm at 1800rpm SUSPENSION Vertical obstacle clearance S00mm
Redline 4500rpm Front Independent, double wishbones, coil over Gradeabi
Powertoweight  &9.2bhp per tonne shocks mm:l:“ Emm
Torquetoweight  13.86kgm per tonne Rear Independent, double wishbones, stahiliser bar
Specificoutput  64.16bhp per litre S, "' | approachangle 70 degrees
|STEERING | Departireangie 45degrees 1
Type Power-assisted rack and pinion |

TRANSMISSION Typeof power assist Hydraulic BATTLESPEC
Type Four-wheel di'ﬂ""z Turns lock-to-lock 3.3 Weapons platform Provision for fitment of t
m""ﬂ“‘m o Turning circle 14.0m Weapon stations - HMG, MMG, LMG. ATGM, RL
15t 3.595 2nd 2.186 3rd 1.405 4th 1.00 BRAKES PR S s f e
sth0.831 ¢ - Luggage space Stowage for weapons scale an
Final drive ratio 4.1:1 i P ooty additional fuel, rations, water and personal ki
Transfer case Part-time 4x4 electricshift Anti-lock standard Armour Can be armoured for protection upto

High 1:1 Low 2.483:1

-RFORMANLE
ACCELERATION (DIESEL)
KPH TIME (sec)
0-10 069
0-20 138
0-30 212
0-40 3.39
0-50 5.00
0-60 6.53
0-70 9.30
0-80 12.07
0-90 1536
0-100 19.63
AUTOCAR ROAD TEST Read all

ACCELERATION IN GEAR
20-80kph in kickdown  10.215

BRAKING
80-0 kph 39.91m

OPTIONAL EQUIPMENT
Alrconditioning

Run-flat system

Winch

Hardtop

Electrical power take-off from auxilizry batteries

3.42s

our road tests at www.autocarindia.com | |

AUTOCAR IMDUA tosts results are protected by world copyright and may not be reproduced without the editor's
writhen permission. Power and forgue-to-weight figures are calculated using manufactures's claimed kerb weight.
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WSMWW uti'iWandadﬁsm Axe's rugged appeal.

plicies over massive potholes,  todrive the Axe harder and
wm loses its composure and harder. The massive 300mm disc
through deeply-rutted brakes work superbly too.

Atrip to the Himalayas in
this thing, ora romp along a
desert path, would be sheer bliss.
We did, however, feel the ABS
needed some fine-taning for it
wis cutting in oo early and the
steering does feel very light at
high speeds.

The Axe also has the ability to
gooff the road almost anywhere,
and elamber over or through
some impossible terrain, Be it
climbing upa mound of rocks,
stepping over a field full of
others that are knee-high or
powering through slush you
could almost drown in, thisis just
another level, You truly have 1o

ams of the road without the
emsion registering a blip. If's
= 10 the stff chassis, the
ve suspension travel, the
e dampers and the high-
s= oyres that together helpit
ower, o1 even sponge up the
Shor & leaping hovercrafi.

5 it comers too. Remember
e mling almost 2.5 tonnes
=g metal here. The trick

s dampers help firmupthe
emsion around corners and
o= baoldsits composure and
s steered on the throttlein
S lile= an agile racer. The

o s massive speed off-

L of course, is the composure

bes moasesses. Both pitch double the boundaries of whaz is
sl are present in small conventionally possible in a very
g, but they are 5o well good off-roader, And then that is
cmcheckthatwe soonbegin - justabout enough.

¢

& Sumctienal interiors of the Mahindra Axe are full of flat panels
\ssws=rial strength switches, but it features an air conditioner.

ser sits an arm’s length away from driver. Radio and heavy
¢ in thia middle. Easy to fit four passengers abreast at rear.

| AUTOCAR VERDICT

Vidl il a AAC
. 8. 8.0.8.0.8 .8 & G

off-roader par excellence that makes

all other suvs seem Ilke dehcate dandies.

j TESTERS'
NOTES

&% Traffic parts before
ﬁ you attomati-

#  cally: ultimate Taxi
Terminator.

After spending a day
driving one, you badly,
badly want one.

ikke any supercar, the Mahindra Axeis a

revelation. A super off-roader that takes

conventionally understood boundaries of

what an off-roader should be capable of
and totally demolishes them, a vehicle like the
Axe is sure to provide the Indian Army a vital
edge. Fantastic at high speeds, incredible across
country and possessing great traction, the Axe
has the right stuff. It could do with some more
power, the steering may need a little more feel,
and we think lockable differentials are essential
when traction is areal problem. It will make a
great scout car, assault vehicle or even mini-
missile carrier. But to do that it has to win the
contract. And we hear you might even be able to
buy one. Watch this space.m

TEST SCORECAHD
' COMFORT SAFETY T

ABS present and machine guns
and rocket launchers help too.

Bucket seatforihz-dnver and
anair con system, That's it.

RIDE

ke e e ok
sophisticated suspension takes
the adge off any relief.

PERFORMANCE

v e

Adequate. but more power
woiild be really nice.

HANDLING

i v o v ok ok

Light steering. but composure at
speed, grip and balance amazing.

REFINEMENT

i

solidiy-engineerad, but motor
loud and ratgh.

VALUE BUILD STRENGTH & QUALITY
e e e e ok s e v v e ok

With a locally-made maotar, Tough enough to chop trees
the Axe could be very with, but quality commercial
good value, vehicle-like,

SERTEMBER 2007 AMITDCAR INDIA D5





